Dignity Day at UHB
26th March 2009

The Dignity in care team at UHB arranged an all day event on 26th March to showcase the range of Dignity initiatives within the Trust.
The day was arranged as a drop in event with stalls set out around the venue displaying the information. Each stall was supported by someone able to discuss what was being done and there was tea and coffee available to all attendees. There was also a quiz for people to take part in as part of the visit which they could only complete by going round all the stalls. A prize was to be awarded when the completed sheets had been scrutinized.
The range of information was impressive and included:

· The new chaperone policy
· A large display about the Chaplaincy service

· The denture replacement service

· The children hospital ‘Who I am’ leaflet

· The pictorial menu/nutrition initiative

· The new mortuary and the policy regarding dignity for people who have died, their relatives and ensuring that their belongings are returned with sensitivity
A presentation on a loop ran all day showing the types of problems patients have encountered and how these can be addressed through ensuring their Dignity is respected and they are treated as individuals.
The first person through the door each hour won an Easter egg. A competition to design a poster was launched to encourage individual wards to showcase what they were doing and get more people signed up to the Dignity Challenge.
There was a visit from the Chief Executive who completed the quiz and the acting Executive nurse gave a short presentation.

The day was excellent and highlighted the range of initiatives that the Trust is undertaking to ensure that all patients are treated with respect and as individuals.

The day was well attended despite being quite a long way from the main hospital building and it was felt it should be held again perhaps annually.

