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Dignity in care drive; 

CHAMPIONS: Awards for high standards 

 KIND-hearted Birmingham volunteers have been encouraged to sign up as "Dignity Champions" in a drive to improve standards and recognise carers who make a difference across the city.  

 Care Services Minister Phil Hope met staff and patients at the Barberry Centre, in Vincent Drive, Edg-baston, as he promoted the Dignity in Care campaign and also the People's Award, which recognises health workers who go out of their way to give an outstanding service. 

 The award for everyone from nurses and nursing home staff, to porters and social workers, gives people a chance to thank them for looking after their loved ones - but nominations must be in by Friday Mr Hope also called for everyday people to become dignity champions, like Sir Michael Parkinson, who are commit-ted to ensuring people using health and care services are treated with respect at all times. 

 There are already nearly 600 in the West Midlands. 

 Mr Hope said: "People in Birmingham and the West Midlands want and have a right to expect services with dignity and respect at their heart. 

 "The People's Award for Dignity in Care is a fantastic opportunity for us to celebrate those dedicated people raising standards of care all across the country. 

 "I urge anyone who has been in contact with care services to nominate someone who went that extra mile to ensure they were treated with dignity and respect." 

 Sir Michael Parkinson, who is the ambassador for Dignity in Care, added that the a great way to rec-ognise the "dedication of health and care staff treating people with the dignity and respect they deserve." 

 Nominate a care worker for an award by calling 0870 000 1100 or at website: www.dignityincare.org.uk 

