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Minister Starts Care Debate
A Government minister is in Norwich to start a debate in the East of England on the future of the care and support system.

Care services minister Phil Hope MP is joining councillors and representatives from the NHS at The Julian Hospital in Norfolk, as part of a national tour about shaping the future of care services. 

He said: ``I want to hear views on how we can provide a system for the future that promotes independence, choice and control for everyone.''

The minister will also be promoting a campaign which aims to ensure that all people using care and health services are treated with respect and there is zero tolerance of abuse of older people.

It was set up by the Government to improve the quality of care and experience of people using NHS hospitals, community services, care homes and home support.

The Department of Health said in the next 20 years the number of people over 65 in the East of England will increase by 55% and the number of people over 85 will increase by 100% meaning the care system must change to meet the changing needs of society.
Mr Hope said: ``It is great that people are living longer, but this does put pressure on services, so it's vital I discuss with people here how we can create a high quality, affordable care and support system for a rapidly ageing population.''

Mr Hope will be encouraging health workers to sign up as Dignity Champions, to give advice to other workers, improve care standards and stand up to disrespectful behaviour.

The Government said it has achieved its aim of doubling the number of dignity champions to more than 3,000 and the National Dignity Ambassador, Sir Michael Parkinson, has been working to help raise the pro-file of this agenda.
