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Parkinson's plea for dignity in old age

OLDER people are being neglected by society and have a right to dignity in their NHS care, Sir Michael Parkinson said yesterday. 

In a speech to the National Pensioners' Convention's parliament, the former chat show host said there needed to be a shift in society's attitude towards the elderly. 

He also called on younger generations not to "shove'' those older than them into a corner. He urged people to think about and accept responsibility for the way older people were treated.

"We should not look at nursing staff, not at hospitals and so on, we should look at ourselves. Why are we so afraid of growing old? Why do we neglect older people as a society?'' he asked the audience in Blackpool.

Sir Michael, 74, spoke about his mother, Freda Rose, who died at the age of 96. He recalled how she began to imagine things in her final months in a nursing home after she was diagnosed with dementia. "She would imagine my father was still alive. He had been dead for 30 years. These stories make you want to cry and laugh at the same time,'' he said.

Sir Michael, who is dignity ambassador for the Government's Dignity in Care campaign, has been touring NHS hospitals talking to staff. "Dignity in care will only happen if all of us appreciate and celebrate growing old instead of fearing it,'' he added. "It should not be seen as a sad decline into dementia.''   

